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Black Forest Fire/Rescue 
background information

History 

The Black Forest Volunteer Fire Department was started in 1945. Volunteers went door to door, asking each family for a $1 donation to buy the first truck. To house that truck, the volunteers built the first station at the corner of Black Forest Road and Shoup Road. 

Soon afterward, the department added a rescue squad, which gradually grew into a transporting ambulance service.

Personnel
Today, Black Forest Fire/Rescue is a “combination” fire department, which means both volunteer members and paid members provide emergency services. 

Line Members: 54
Line volunteers and career staff work as mixed teams, staffing the same stations and working on the same apparatus.


Total line members (emergency responders): 
54

Volunteers:
46

Full-time paid (2 senior officers, 8 firefighters):
8
All line members are required to meet the same standards of training in both emergency medicine and fire suppression. Most positions require some level of state or federal certification. Each member is required to complete a substantial amount of continuing education each year. In addition to responding to calls, many of our members are also responsible for management, training, administration, planning, and community services.

Community Members: 6
We also receive important support from community members, who do not respond to emergency calls.

Training Requirements

In the fire service, training is constant and demanding. Here’s a summary of the training required to qualify for some of the most common positions in our department. Continual re-training is required for any position.

New member training: about 45 hours of training in the first six months
· General new-member orientation
· CPR for Professional Rescuers
· Automatic External Defibrillator training
· Hazardous Materials Awareness certification
· Bloodborne Pathogens training
· Self Contained Breathing Apparatus practical training 
· Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act training
· Ambulance Third Rider (assistant) training
Ambulance Driver 

· 80 hours emergency medical training to earn First Responder certification (minimum medical training required by state of Colorado; however, many members are EMT-B or higher)

· 16 hours emergency vehicle driver training

Emergency Medical Technician – Basic 

· 168 hours classroom training

· 20 hours practical internship in hospital ER and ambulance crews

· 20 hours for intravenous therapy certification (optional)

Emergency Medical Technician – Paramedic
· 330 hours classroom training

· 270 hours lab work

· 270 hours clinical experience in hospitals 

· 500 hours field experience on ambulance crews

Wildland Firefighter

· 40 hours classroom and practical training

· Many BFFR members also pass the annual wildland physical endurance test (“the Pack Test”): Hike 3 miles in 45 minutes, carrying 45 pounds.

Exterior Structural Firefighter 

· 18 hours classroom and practical training 

Interior Structural Firefighter 

· 80 hours classroom and practical training

Services
Since 1945, Black Forest Fire/Rescue has served the Black Forest community with:  
· Structural fire fighting
· Wildland fire fighting
· Emergency medical services

· Ambulance transport (two Advanced Life Support ambulances)

· Basic rescue and vehicle extrication

· A wide variety of public assistance and public education
ISO rating

Our ISO rating is Class 5/10. That means that homes within 5 road miles of a station are a Class 5, while homes farther out are a Class 10. When Station Two is completed, at the corner of Black Forest and Hodgen Roads, nearly all of our Class 10 homes will automatically become Class 5. 
Annual call volume
As population increases in northern and eastern El Paso County, so has our workload: 

Year
Total calls

2002
660

2003
686

2004
783

2005
997

2006
1,200 
2007
1,302

2008
1,182

See www.bffire.org for the current year’s call count.

Duty crews and call response

Station One is staffed by three to seven members at all times of the day or night. During times of special need, such as blizzards, the duty crew is larger.

Volunteers often respond from home or work when the on-duty crew is busy handling a prior call (for example, if the crew is transporting a patient to hospital). Volunteers carry text pagers that receive dispatch information.
Mutual aid

Black Forest Fire/Rescue works closely with other special-district fire departments in northern and eastern El Paso County, with the Colorado Springs Fire Department, and with American Medical Response (AMR). We have mutual aid agreements with all of these agencies.

We have automatic aid agreements with other special-district fire departments of northern El Paso County (this relationship is collectively called “the North Group”). All of our fire departments automatically respond to a fire in any of our districts. 

Stations
Station One (“the new station”): 11445 Teachout Road
The headquarters of Black Forest Fire/Rescue is Station 1, at the corner of Teachout and Burgess Roads. This beautiful, modern facility cost approximately $3.5 million, and was dedicated in December 2003. 

The station currently houses Black Forest’s first-out firefighting apparatus, both first-out ambulances, and the offices of the District staff. It also features meeting/training rooms, outdoor training facilities and living quarters for a crew of ten.

The Old Station: 12510 Black Forest Road
Black Forest’s original fire station is still in service, and houses a backup ambulance, one structural fire engine, one wildland fire engine, one water tender, and the Fire Rehab Service of the Pikes Peak Fire Fighters’ Association. 

In November 2001, Black Forest voters approved a tax increase to replace the single old station with two new ones: 

· Station One, at the corner of Teachout Road and Burgess Road 

· A substation (Station Two) somewhere in the north end of the District 

By replacing the single old station with two new ones, all homes in the district will be fewer than five road miles from a fire station. The old station will be sold when Station Two is completed.

Station Two: Construction underway 

Station Two is now under construction at the corner of Black Forest Road and Hodgen Road, with an estimated completion date in mid 2009. This substation will house up to four vehicles, and will provide quarters for a small crew. However, it will not be staffed around the clock.
Fire and Medical Apparatus
For photographs of each unit, see our web site: www.bffire.org

Structural fire engines

Engine 757 is our primary engine for in-district calls, followed by 722. When we receive a request for mutual aid, one engine responds while the other is left to protect our district.

Engine 757

Year: 1995 

Manufacturer: Becker Fire Equipment, International Chassis 

Pump: 1,000 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 500 gallons
Weight: 26,500 lbs. 

Personnel: 5 

Engine 722

Year: 1989 

Manufacturer: Pierce 

Pump: 1,250 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 1,000 gallons 

Personnel: 4
Rescue engine

Our new rescue engine is a customized platform for our vehicle extrication tools. It is also a true structural fire engine, with fire pump, hose, water tank, and ladders.

Rescue 777

Year: 2006 

Manufacturer: Central States Fire Equipment 

Engine: 300 HP turbo-charged International 

Pump: 1,000 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 500 gallons
Integrated hydraulic power system for vehicle extrication tools

Weight: 26,700 lbs.

Personnel: 5 

Water tenders (tank trucks)

Tenders are the only source of firefighting water in most parts of Black Forest and other areas of rural El Paso County, because these areas are not equipped with fire hydrants. Black Forest firefighters routinely train on water supply skills and operations.
Tender 762
Year: 2006

Manufacturer: Central States Fire Equipment 

Engine: 300 HP turbo-charged International 

Pump: 750 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 1,800 gallons 

Weight: 33,000 lbs.

Personnel: 2

Tender 765

Year: 2000 

Manufacturer: Freightliner, FL80 

Pump: 100 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 1,800 gallons 

Weight: 35,000 lbs.

Personnel: 2 - 3

Tender 761

Year: 1977 

Manufacturer: International 

Pump: 100 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 1,500 gallons 

Personnel: 2 

Tender 760

Year: 1985 

Manufacturer: GMC 

Pump: 100 Gallon / minute 

Water supply: 3,500 gallons

Weight: 50,000 lbs.  

Personnel: 2

Wildland fire engines (brush trucks)

Wildland engines are used to fight grass fires or forest fires. In addition to its water, pump, and hoses, each brush truck carries a full set of wildland firefighting hand tools.

Engine 745

Year: 2000 

Manufacturer: Ford, SuperDuty F-550 4x4 

Pump: 100 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 300 gallons
Weight: 17,500 lbs. 
Personnel: 2  

Engine 747 

Year: 1982 

Manufacturer: Pierce, Chevrolet Chassis 

Pump: 400 gallons / minute 

Water supply: 250 gallons

Personnel: 2 

Advanced Life Support ambulances
All three of our ambulances are fully equipped for Advanced Life Support (ALS). 
Our station is staffed with ALS personnel (EMT-Paramedic or EMT-Intermediate) 24/7.

Ambulance 780 

2007 Ford F350 chassis with 6.0 liter turbo diesel

Manufacturer: Wheeled Coach

Weight: 11,800 lbs.

Personnel: 2 to 5
Ambulance 781 

2004 Ford F350 chassis with 6.0 liter turbo diesel

Manufacturer: Wheeled Coach

Weight: 10,900 lbs.

Personnel: 2 to 5
Ambulance 782

1995 Chevrolet 3500 chassis

Manufacturer: Osage

Personnel: 2 to 5
The Black Forest Fire Rescue Protection District

The Black Forest Fire Rescue Protection District is a special district that provides both fire and emergency medical services to approximately 11,000 people in over 48 square miles of unincorporated El Paso County (just north of Colorado Springs, Colorado). The District is the legal entity that taxes district homeowners, buys and maintains equipment and apparatus, hires the Fire Chief, and oversees operations.

Fire Chief Dave Ury is responsible for the District’s day-to-day operations, in response to guidance by the District Board of Directors. The Chief supervises a staff of full-time, part-time, and volunteer employees. 

The District Board of Directors is elected by district residents, and is responsible for hiring the Chief and providing direction and guidance.  

Black Forest Fire Rescue Protection District Board of Directors
The Board of Directors usually meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m., at Black Forest Fire Station One: 11445 Teachout Road (at Burgess Road). Meeting nights are occasionally changed to accommodate board members’ schedules; check our web site to confirm the next meeting date.  

Peter Burleson (Chair)

Franklyn C. Blaha

Harry Borowski 

Preston A. Cooper

Kristin K. Potter (Treasurer)

Department contact information

Public Information Officer

Lt. Kathy Russell

Firefighter II, EMT-Basic, wildland firefighter

Pager: 476-9970

kathy.russell@bffire.org (individual); pio@bffire.org (goes to both PIOs)

Deputy Public Information Officer

Scott Taylor

Firefighter I, EMT-Intermediate (Advanced Life Support provider), wildland firefighter
Pager: 476-9971

scott.taylor@bffire.org (individual); pio@bffire.org (goes to both PIOs)
Headquarters: Black Forest Fire Station One

11445 Teachout Road, Black Forest, CO 80908

495-4300
fax: 495-7504
Web site

www.bffire.org
For past press releases: Media Area 
For images of apparatus: About Us > Fire and Medical Vehicles 
For information about the fire district Board of Directors: Fire District

Fire Chief

Dave Ury

Fire Marshal

Battalion Captain Kerry Smith

Black Forest Fire/Rescue (www.bffire.org)
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For additional information, or station tour:

Lt. Kathy Russell, Public Information Officer: 495-4300; pager: 476-9970; e-mail: pio@bffire.org 
Scott Taylor, Deputy Public Information Officer: 495-4300, or pio@bffire.org



